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Welcome

from an Archaeology student

My name is Rain and | am studying
MA (Hons) History and Archaeology.
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When applying to university, | must have gone
through every leaflet and website available to me.

| wanted to attend a top-ranking university with

a degree that allowed me to tailor the courses to

my interests, enabled me to go on a year abroad,
and supplied me with many opportunities outside
my courses. Not only did I find my ideal course at
Edinburgh, but the University also provided me with
fieldwork experiences, the option to attend additional
lectures organised by the many academic societies
present in the department, and a friendly environment
in which staff and students can integrate.

| also wanted to make sure that | would be spending
the next 4 years of my life in a city that was right

for me and that | could enjoy. The city is vibrant,
international, immersed in history and culture, with
nature right around the corner.

Hopefully this leaflet will give you a little more insight
into what it’s like to be a student here at Edinburgh.
Don’t forget the School also has a team of Student
Ambassadors who are on hand to answer questions
you have about being a student at Edinburgh.

You can contact them by email at
hca-student-ambassadors@ed.ac.uk

Pre-arrival information

Welcome Week

What support is available when | get here?

Choosing your courses




Archaeology seminars

Archaeology lectures

Archaeology fieldwork

Your course materials

Archaeology tutorials

Coursework and exams

Archaeology practicals

Presentations

Sample timetable

The following is a sample Year 1 timetable for semester 1 of a student studying MA (Hons) Archaeology in 2018/19. The student
has chosen Medieval Worlds and The Roman World 1A as outside courses. Please note that your timetable may be different.
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Want the inside scoop?
Read what real students have to say

Emily Johnston is a recent
MA (Hons) Archaeology graduate.

Why did you choose to study your programme at
the University of Edinburgh?

| always knew that | wanted to study archaeology,
and the University of Edinburgh was my first choice
because it offers many different modules so that |
could get a wide knowledge and understanding of
archaeology. Edinburgh is also a great place to be
situated for archaeology, with the National Museum of
Scotland and numerous other museums a short walk
from central campus as well as many commercial
archaeology firms being located here too.

What aspects of student life did you enjoy the
most and why?

| enjoyed the freedom of getting to pick and choose
what | did with my timetable. University requires a

lot of independent work and time planning, but also
has so many extra-curricular activities that make the
week more fun. | enjoyed being able to attend lecture
series, volunteering and taking part in societies,
where | got to meet like-minded people and relax.

What did you find most challenging about your
programme?

| often found the most challenging thing was staying
on top of the weekly readings or assignments.
However, having the option to choose modules that |
found the most interesting has helped this a lot, and |
loved my degree programme because of the choices
on offer. | looked forward to going to class and
wanted to do the associated readings, which makes
time management and deadlines a lot easier.

How did your programme equip you for your
future career?

| plan to continue within the field of archaeology,
and throughout my degree | have been able to

gain practical experience within different areas of
archaeology - such as fieldwork on departmental
excavations and collection based experience within
the department’s teaching collection. These have
helped me discover what areas | want to pursue in
the future, and helped to strengthen my CV so that |
am confident applying for the jobs | want.

Savannah Tudlong is an

MA (Hons) Archaeology and Social
Anthropology student from Germany.

What was it that drew you to live and study in
Edinburgh?

| chose the University of Edinburgh because it is one
of the top universities in the world, and because its
archaeology and anthropology programmes really
spoke to my interests.

Why did you choose to study your programme at
the University of Edinburgh?

The archaeology programme at Edinburgh allows
for incredible diversity in specializations and study
- in my case, | can combine ethnographic studies
of contemporary societies, via anthropology, with
archaeological theory and its inclusive perspectives
on human history in one degree programme, but
there are also a lot of other options that encourage
you to explore your interests.

What aspects of student life do you enjoy the most
and why?

Student societies are a great way to meet fellow
students, staff, and enthusiasts, because of the
friendly atmosphere and quality lectures.

What do you find most challenging about your
programme?

| think essay writing is one of the more challenging
aspects of my programme, because of the amount
of independent research required to do well;
however, | also find it’s one of the more rewarding
aspects of the degree programme, because it
[coursework] gives you the opportunity to delve into
the theoretical, controversial, and often surprising
aspects of a subject that you might otherwise never
have considered.



Contact us

For further information about studying Archaeology at
Edinburgh, email: HCA-prospective-UG@ed.ac.uk

For further information about admissions,
email: CAHSS.UGAdmissions@ed.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0)131 650 3565

This document is available in alternative formats
upon request such as large print, please email
HCA-prospective-UG@ed.ac.uk

We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of the information in this
leaflet before going to print. However please check online for the most up-to-
date information: www.ed.ac.uk/hca/archaeology

The University of Edinburgh is a chartable body, registered in Scotland,
with registration number SC005336




