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Welcome

from a History student

My name is Ruby and I’m studying for a
MA (Hons) History.

I've been here for a few years now, but | still
remember how scary and exciting it is picking what
university you want to attend. We hope this leaflet will
make that choice a bit easier, by giving you an insight
into what it’s like to be a student here at Edinburgh.

I only became sure that | wanted to attend university
quite close to the application deadline — | thought

for a while | might want to go to art school - so | had
to decide on my university choices in a bit of rush.

I had been to Edinburgh once and a quick Google
search confirmed it was as beautiful and historic as |
remembered, which was enough to encourage me to
book a place on an Open Day.

After | had received all my offers my final decision
was between Edinburgh and an English university.
However, Edinburgh eventually won, as | knew that
living within walking distance of national museums
and libraries would be incredibly useful for a history
degree. | was also excited by the prospect of
picking outside courses — meaning | didn’t have to
give up my love of art. In comparison to the three
year degrees offered by most English universities,
studying for four years did seem a bit daunting, but
I've found it’s absolutely flown by.

I’'m now one of the School’s Student Ambassadors -
one of a team of students here to answer any of your
questions about being a student at Edinburgh. If you
have any questions please contact us by email at
hca-student-ambassadors@ed.ac.uk

Pre-arrival information

Welcome Week

What support is available when | get here?

Choosing your courses




Sample timetable

The following is a sample Year 1 timetable for semester 1 of a student studying MA (Hons) History in 2018/19. The student has
chosen Archaeology 1A as their outside course. Please note that your timetable may be different.
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Worlds Tutorial
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Personal Tutor Tutorial
Wed

Office hour
with Medieval football
Worlds Lecturer training

Peer Support
session

[ Lectures Tutorials Optional / society events




Want the inside scoop?

Read what real students have to say

Saskia Hamilton-Bowker is a member

of the History Netball Squad and lists the
Edinburgh Festival Fringe, climbing Arthur’s
Seat, walking in the Pentland Hills and falafel
wraps among her favourite things about
Edinburgh.

Ellie Parker is a fourth-year History
student recently returned from a year of
living, adventuring and studying in Oslo,
Norway. She’s involved in freshair.org.uk
(the University’s radio station) and enjoys
frequenting the great tea and cake spots in
Edinburgh.

What do you wish you’d worried about less?
What attracted you to study at Edinburgh?

That | would have far less of a support system than
| did at school. However, the School of History,
Classics and Archaeology is so supportive and
efficient that if you have a problem there are always
people you can speak to and who will happily help
you no matter how silly or small you think your
question is.

I loved how wide, diverse and exciting the options

for the History courses were and how enthusiastic

students at Edinburgh appeared on the Open Day. |

was also attracted to the idea of studying one outside
. course a semester in the first two years, which

allowed me to study Politics, Italian and Architectural

History alongside my core History courses.

Tell us a Student Secret!

What do you wish you’d worried about less?

The David Hume Tower building has really quiet and
spacious study classrooms up on the top floor. |
recommend it if you’re not scared of heights!

| wish | had worried less about my grades in the first
two years. Obviously studying is the most important
component of university life, but the first two years are
there for you to mess up and make mistakes so that
you can get the best feedback necessary for you to
improve in the future. Do not over-pressurise yourself
to get perfect results every time.

What would you say to someone thinking about
studying at the University of Edinburgh?

Come and visit the city. It doesn’t even have to be
on an Open Day if you can’t make them. Visiting
Edinburgh and experiencing the friendly atmosphere
here will sell it to you.

Tell us a Student Secret!

Make sure you sign up to the National Library of
Scotland and Edinburgh Central Library. Not only
can you get useful books from the National Library
and keep up the leisure time reading with books from
Central Library, but they also provide a change of
scene for studying. | also love working in the National
Museum of Scotland — it is open from 10am to 5pm
and they don’t mind if you sit in the café and plug in
your laptop for the entire day, where the lighting is
incredible.




Contact us

For further information about studying History at
Edinburgh, email: HCA-prospective-UG@ed.ac.uk

For further information about admissions,
email: CAHSS.UGAdmissions@ed.ac.uk
Tel: +44 (0)131 650 3565

This document is available in alternative formats
upon request such as large print, please email
HCA-prospective-UG@ed.ac.uk
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